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while being isolated (incapacitated) from the community and, for most, reintegrated 
back into that community. As the number of prisons has expanded across the United 
States, their diversity has increased. Rather than just an all-purpose maximum- or 
medium-security prison, as was the norm when prisons were first built, there are state 
and federal prisons with myriad security levels, including supermaximum, maximum, 
medium, and minimum. There are prisons for men, women, men and women, children, 
and military personnel. Prisons come in the form of regular confinement facilities but 
also prison farms, prison hospitals, boot camps, reception centers, community cor-
rections facilities (sometimes known as work release or day-reporting facilities), and 
others (Stephan, 2008).

By 2013, the number of inmates in federal prisons stood at 205,700, which is 3.7% more 
than in 2000 but about 2% less than in 2012 (Glaze & Kaeble, 2014, p. 12). Of these 
federal prisoners, 31,900 were in private facilities, which is over 3 times the number 
(9,400) from 2000 (Glaze & Kaeble, 2014, p. 12). But most inmates are in state prisons; 
only 16% are held in federal facilities. Public state prisons held 1,178,700 inmates while 
private state prisons held another 92,100 in 2013, or about 7% of inmates (Glaze & 
Kaeble, 2014, p. 12). The number of privately held state inmates was up by 18% from 
2000 but down by 5% since 2012. Only 1,400 inmates were held in military prisons in 
2013—the same number as in 2012 and about 1,000 less than in 2000 (Glaze & Kaeble, 
2014, p. 13).

As indicated in Figure 9.2, as of 2005 (the latest Census of State and Federal Correc-
tional Facilities data available at the time of writing), there were 1,821 state and federal 
prisons in the United States, 1,406 of which were public and 415 of which were under 
private contract with either a state or the federal government (Stephan, 2008, p. 2). Most 
prisons were operated or under contract with the states (1,719) rather than the federal 
government (102). Although only about one fifth of the prisons in the United States are 
designated as maximum security, because of their size, they hold about a third of the 
inmates incarcerated in this country (Stephan, 2008, pp. 2, 4). In contrast, medium- 
security prisons constitute about one fourth of prisons but hold two fifths of inmates—
again, perhaps because of their relatively large size compared with minimum-security 
prisons, which are about a half of all prisons but hold only about one fifth of inmates 

Source: Stephan (2008).
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